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National Access and Scaffolding Confederation

Overview

Founded in 1945. 

Recognised as the national trade body for access and 

scaffolding within the UK.

Objective

To ensure the scaffolding and access industry 

maintains the highest practicable standards of safety 

and workmanship.



Benchmarking best practice for scaffolding

Working closely with key organisations to

meet and develop industry requirements

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY

SCAFFOLDERS RECORD

SCHEME



Inclusive Coverage

Full Membership

Scaffolding contractors

Companies involved in the hire, sale and manufacturing of 

scaffolding and access equipment

Information Membership

Service providers to the scaffolding/access industry



Strict Membership Criteria

Rigorous application process

Applicants must meet ALL criteria

Successful applicants 

independently audited at 

office and site



Strict Membership Criteria

Must be trading for 2 years

75% minimum directly employed 
scaffolding operatives

90% minimum CISRS carded 
scaffolding operatives

CITB and VAT registered

£5m Public Liability and £10m 
Employers Liability



Strict Membership Criteria

Health and Safety compliance

Identifiable scaffolding plant and 

equipment

Attend minimum number of  

NASC meetings

Initial 12 month audit

followed by annual audits to ensure 

NASC standards are maintained

Agree to abide by the NASC Code of Conduct



Membership Statistics

31 Applications Submitted 

(Prev. 12 months)



2017 Membership Statistics

14 Successful New Members



2017

Currently 231 full member companies



Nationwide

70% - 80% of the UK 

scaffolding spend (estimate)

NASC represented 

throughout the UK 

Work in every sector: 

Nuclear, Offshore, 

Industrial, House Building



100+ committee members

Training
Health and Safety
Technical 
Hire, Sale and Manufacturing
Contractual 
Audit

Marketing

2 regional meetings per year (5 regions)

9 staff (full and part time)

Organisation



Guidance

Safety Guidance

Technical Guidance

Contractual Guidance

Security Guidance

Available to: members | sites | contractors | everybody





Accident Figures (Frequency Rate)

13716 14098 13749 14988 14954 17005No. of Operatives

Published Figures from NASC Safety Report 2017
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Interaction with the general public during 

scaffolding operations can be high risk



Avoiding Problems

Robust scaffold design and checking

Competent people to erect and dismantle

Effective supervision

Diligent Handover and Inspection

Responsible scaffold users

Appoint competent scaffolding contractors

Precautions against falling objects during work 

activity period on scaffold 



Pavement lifts 

Independent scaffolding erected over 

a public pavement requires safety 

measures that include increased 

headroom of 2.5 – 2.7 m and no 

ledger bracing below the first lift.

Note: Pavement Gantries are not 

featured in TG20:13 and are subject 

to bespoke deign.

TG 20 structural 

scaffolding features 



Cantilevered protection 

fans 

Independent scaffolding 

may incorporate a light-

duty cantilevered fan that 

protects those below from 

falling materials. 

Other forms of fan require 

a bespoke design. 

TG 20 structural 

scaffolding features 



Classes of Protection Fan 

A TG20:13 light-duty fan is designed to support a 

maximum uniform imposed load of 0.75 kN/m 2 

A TG 20 compliant protection fan is a light-duty fan 

that is commonly used to catch small falling objects 

such as fittings from a vertical distance of no more 

than 6 m. 

A protection fan cannot guarantee to stop a falling 

object: the trajectory of a falling object or the 

influence of the wind may be such that it lands 

outside the fan, or it may bounce even when falling 

short distances. 

If a light-duty fan is deemed to be insufficient, a 

heavier-duty fan may be used.

These fans should be designed specifically for their 

purpose. 



MEDIUM DUTY CLASS B FAN BUILT 

OUT FROM A SCAFFOLD

1.0kN/m²

Projection 2.4m – 5m

Transoms to support decking

Spurs may need 
supplementary couplers to 
resist wind uplift

Must be tied at fan level

Max distance of fall of 
materials 10 metres

Requires bespoke design



Gantry Scaffold

Requires bespoke design



Loading & 

Unloading 

Scaffolding 

Vehicles

During delivery 

& removal of 

equipment on 

site



Effective 

supervision 

and safe 

systems of 

work



Consider Proximity to Roads etc.



Communication (“The Client Brief”) TG20





NASC SG34: Protection of the Public



TG20:13 Operational Guide
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